
The Lists: 

Page 16

Page 18

Page 39

Commentary

Page 14

Real Estate

SAN DIEGO BUSINESS JOURNAL
sdbj.com

T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  B U S I N E S STM

Carrier Deployment Is Next Mission for Drones

Stage Being Set for Big
Movie-Business Roles
MOVIES: Expansion Sought
In Production and Distribution

Hollywood’s annual awards season, now 
in full-hoopla bloom with the approach of 
the Oscars telecast, often 
gets local producers like 
Dale Strack  wondering 
how San Diego County 
can nab a larger chunk 
of California’s multibil-
lion-dollar movie pro-
duction and distribution 
industry.

“There are so many new ways to get ! lms 
made and get them shown these days, and we 
can use this to our advantage in San Diego,” 

Estimated worth of 
personalized medicine 
market in 2015.$452B

founder and CEO. “With MD Revolution, 
we’ve integrated this data into one simple 
model.”

The company just launched a new web-
site, called RevUp — a sort of digital catch-
all that pulls information from a variety of 
! tness and medical devices. 

The site displays the information on a 
dashboard, making it easy for physicians, 
nutritionists and other experts to continu-
ally track a patient’s overall health. As pa-
tients hit milestones or perhaps fail to reach 

¨MD Revolution page 28

Law School Dedication
Celebrates Achievements

LEGAL: Campus Raises the Bar
On Facilities With Its LEED Gold

Thomas Jefferson School of  Law’s new 
home captures the spirit and determination 
of its namesake and the environmental sen-
sitivity of our third president. And that was 
no accident.

The school celebrated its beautiful new 
campus in a three-day event, starting with a 
hour-long ceremony at Balboa Theater, fea-
turing U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg . Guests for the event also 
included the retired Chief Justice of Brazil, 

Surfdog Records Has
A Legend on Board
MARKETING: Years of Work
Play Part in Eric Clapton Deal

From Surrey to Swami’s. That is the long 
trajectory that Eric Clapton  has taken.

The English-born guitarist has tapped En-
cinitas-based Surfdog Records  to distribute his 
latest album in the United States and Canada. 
The compilation, called “Old Sock,” goes on 
sale March 12.

Dave Kaplan , Surfdog’s owner and chief ex-
ecutive, said he signed the deal with Clapton’s 
business team early this year. Financial terms 
were not disclosed. The Bushbranch Ltd.  
management company of Surrey, England, is 

DEFENSE: Big Contractors
Expected to Compete for Work

While the U.S. Navy  prepares for further 
tests of its X-47B aircraft — an existing, 
experimental unmanned plane designed 
to " y off  of aircraft carriers — as many 
as four prime contractors are positioning 
themselves to build the next big thing.

It’s called the UCLASS. Its price tag? 
Billions of dollars.

While there is pressure on the U.S. De-
fense Department  to cut its budget, Ron 
Stearns , an analyst with G2 Solutions LLC  
in Washington state, says the UCLASS 
project is bound to happen. The Navy 
wants the capability to " y a drone off  of 

AN OUNCE OF 
PREVENTION…

HEALTH: Firm Crafts
Personal Touches for 
Digital Wellness Efforts

The personalized medicine market is rev-
ving up, and La Jolla-based MD Revolution 
Inc.  is at the forefront. The company com-
bines genetic testing with data from mobile 
tracking devices to tailor wellness programs 
to ! t a patient’s individual health needs. 

“We’re getting more and more informa-
tion from genetic testing, ! tness devices, 
mobile medical devices, electronic medi-
cal records — but they’re all operating in 
silos,” said Samir Damani , the company’s 
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INNOVATION A look at innovative 
organizations, concepts, 
products and people

Please join us for this timely, informative luncheon program “Tax Law 
Changes & Creative Giving Opportunities” to hear from a panel of 
industry leaders as they share their insights about how changes in tax 
laws impact philanthropy and how to go beyond traditional cultivation 
with strategies to activate the core of your most engaged supporters. 
There will be ample time to ask questions.

PRESENTS
 “TAX LAW CHANGES

 & CREATIVE GIVING OPPORTUNITIES” 

Colleen O’Harra
Estate Planning Attorney

Daniel Foster
Executive Director
Oceanside Museum of Art

Manny Martinez
Financial Planner

FRIDAY
FEB. 22
2013
Sheraton Carlsbad 
Resort and Spa
5480 Grand Pacific Drive
Carlsbad, CA  92008

Registration
& Social: 11:30 a.m

Lunch & Panel 
Discussion:
Noon until 1:30 p.m. 

$30 Members - 
$35 Guests

SAVE THE DATE!
November 7, 2013

North County 
Philanthropy Council’s
26th Annual 

“Volunteer Awards
Luncheon”

...AND SAVE THESE DATES!
April 19 - Quarterly Luncheon & Program

November 7 - NCPC’s 26th Annual Volunteer Awards 
Luncheon Member organizations are invited to honor 
their “Volunteer of the Year” at a gala luncheon where each 
honoree will receive a personalized award, be featured in the 
commemorative program book and  professionally photographed.  
Don’t miss this opportunity to honor your volunteer! 

For information and reservations, please visit 
www.ncphilanthropy.org or contact the North County 
Philanthropy Council at 760-729-6711 or info@ncphilanthropy.org.  

Please make your reservation by Wednesday, February 20.

TECHNOLOGY: Safety, 
Fire, Disease Among
Uses for Incident Tracking

Mardi Gras and the Super Bowl in 
New Orleans. With that city’s reputation 
for craziness, it sounds like mischief in 
the making.

An Encinitas company called First-
Watch , however, helped New Orleans 
authorities keep their cool during both 
events, including the mysterious blackout 
at the Mercedes-Benz  Superdome.

FirstWatch writes software. Its code 
sifts through large amounts of data com-
ing into an area’s 911 system, looking for 
patterns and concentrations of events.

The business has been examining 
emergency services data for 15 years, 
selling its services to major cities.

 Local governments in San Diego 
County use it. So do more than 300 
public safety agencies in the United 
States and Canada. The agencies have 
become customers because they want 
an extra edge in maintaining situational 
awareness.

FirstWatch reported $3 million in 
revenue last year, and says the business 

is growing at a 30 percent clip.

Flexible Software
The software is ! exible. The First-

Watch system can be programmed to 
look for reports of speci" c things, such 
as white powder. It can plot incidents 
on a map. It can keep track of activity 
in certain zones that a user de" nes (for 
example, a 300-yard ring surrounding 
a hotel with a high percentage of NFL 
business). And it can compare data to 
historical trends.

Authorities might be on the lookout 
for public health emergencies. A sud-
den spike in reports of headaches and 
coughing, for example, may indicate a 
biological attack. A ! ood of respiratory 
and gastrointestinal calls may indicate a 
different kind of bioterror.

After the lights went out in the third 
quarter of  the Ravens-49ers football 
game, FirstWatch pored over the data in 
emergency calls and, in short order, ruled 
out terrorism.

There were no abandoned vehicles 
near the Superdome and there was no 
increase in 911 calls, said Todd Stout , 
FirstWatch’s president. Stout said the 
data essentially offered this message: 
“We’re not seeing anything else weird 
— except it’s dark.”

FirstWatch Software Plots 
Hidden Data Trends

FirstWatch helped authorities in 
Tampa, Fla. keep watch on their city 
during the 2012 Republican National 
Convention, and authorities in Charlotte, 
N.C. do the same during the 2012 Demo-
cratic National Convention. Authorities 
in Hawaii used the software for spotting 
trouble during the 2011 Asia-Paci" c Eco-
nomic Cooperation, or APEC, summit.

The New Orleans performance was 
a repeat of last year, when FirstWatch 
helped city and federal of" cials watch 
Mardi Gras and the NCAA Final Four 
Basketball Tournament.

Olympic Gold Medal Recovered
The software is responsible for a small 

victory in Oceanside.
In 2011, crime analysts in that com-

munity were mapping a string of burglar-
ies with FirstWatch. As the crime wave 
continued, a thief  broke into the home 
of athlete Tristan Gale Geisler  and took 
her Olympic medal. Geisler won gold in 
the women’s skeleton at Salt Lake City 
in 2002.

Since Oceanside police were already on 
the case, they had a head start in solving 
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Network with their own lives,” Sears said. 
“The economic downturn made people 
stop and think about how they can im-
prove the quality of their lives, and the 
time they spend with their family and 
friends at home.”

Broadening Recovery
The privately held Fixtures Living 

employs 117 at its three current stores 
and an Oceanside distribution center, 
but does not disclose revenue details. 
The company’s pro!le received a national 
boost recently when Forbes magazine 
ranked it at No. 78 on its annual “Amer-
ica’s Most Promising Companies” list of 
100 high-growth private !rms, based on 
factors including sales and hiring growth, 
management team quality, pro!t mar-
gins, market size and key partnerships.

Fixtures Living and its rivals — includ-
ing national home-improvement players 
such as The Home Depot and Lowe’s 
— have recently been riding a months-
long wave of rising home sales and trans-
action values.  According to U.S. Census 
Bureau data, nationwide furniture and 
home furnishings store sales topped $8.1 
billion in December, up 1.4 percent from 
the prior month and an increase of 6 
percent from a year ago.

Experts say the improving housing 
and jobs markets can be credited for at 
least some of the growth. The National 
Association of Realtors recently reported 
that single-family home prices rose in 
nearly 88 percent of U.S. cities in the 
fourth quarter, indicating a broadening 
recovery, with the national median price 
up 10 percent from the year-ago period 
— the biggest gain since 2005.

¨from page 3

Fixtures:

In San Diego County, the median 
single-family resale home price was up 
12 percent from a year ago in January, 
while sales transaction volume was up 
15 percent, according to the Greater San 
Diego Association of Realtors.

Expansion Markets
Sears said Fixtures Living is aiming to 

open approximately four new stores per 
year, with locations close to being !nalized 
for all of its debuts planned through 2017. 
Northern California and Seattle are also 
among expansion markets on its long-term 
radar, and in most cities its new stores are 
being planned well in advance, in conjunc-

tion with mall operators looking to bolster 
their upscale retail offerings.

Construction is progressing at West-
!eld UTC on what will be Fixtures 
Living’s first two-level location, a 
23,747-square-foot store that will be the 
company’s new "agship when it opens 
by November. The original Miramar 
Road location will be closed at that time, 
Sears said.

West!eld Group recently completed a 
$180 million renovation of the mall off  
La Jolla Village Drive, and is investing $11 
million in the construction of the Fixtures 
Living building. It is being constructed 
on the former site of the mall’s daycare 

center, which is being relocated.
Tom Tierney, senior vice president 

in Westfield’s San 
Diego regional of-
fice, said the new 
store complements 
the mall’s existing 
lineup of  upscale 
home furnishings 
retailers, including 
Crate & Barrel, Res-
toration Hardware 
and Pottery Barn.

“Fixtures Living executes everything 
well, right down to its outstanding cap-
puccino,” Tierney said in an email.

Mayor Ron Morrison said the city, the 
port and Pasha all agreed to the city’s 
plan for the RV park on 20 acres near the 
Pasha site. But last year, as the port was 
considering choosing a developer for the 
RV park, Pasha objected to the plan.

Unanimous Vote
Morrison says once again, a port 

tenant’s interests appear to receive 
precedence over a city that has been 
shortchanged for years. The port district 
is composed of !ve cities with bay front 
land: San Diego, Chula Vista, Coronado, 
Imperial Beach and National City.

“If  we’re part of the port, we deserve 
a fraction of what other cities receive 
and not just all the negative impacts,” 
he said.

At last week’s meeting of the San Di-
ego Port Commission, the board voted 
unanimously to direct the port staffers 
to work with all the parties involved 
and return with some type of brokered 
compromise.

National City has long sought water-
front recreational space for its residents, 
but now it’s saying it wants to develop 
part of the area near Pasha’s site for 
commercial use.

After conducting a public outreach 
plan, the city is pushing a concept called 
Pier 32 Gateway Village & Marina. The 
plan consists of 165 rental sites, most 
of which would be designated for RVs. 
Other features of the park include a pool, 
community room, picnic areas, a sports 

¨from page 3

Pasha: court, workout center and “potential 
retail opportunities.”

A public solicitation seeking a devel-
oper for the project resulted in a single 
proposal from GB Capital Holdings LLC 
to build a recreational vehicle resort and 
marina.

Railroad Proposal
GB Capital operates four Southern 

California marinas including Pier 32 
in National City, and Point Loma and 
Harbor Island Marinas in San Diego. 
The !rm estimated the cost for the park/
marina project at $7 million.

Pasha said it plans to increase the busi-
ness it does in shipping unloaded vehicles 
on to railroad cars. Its plan calls for 
building a new rail line connecting from 
the terminal to a rail yard owned by the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway 
Co. to the north. The company estimates 
the cost of the new railway infrastructure 
to be $3 million.

While the added rail lines would im-
prove Pasha’s ef!ciencies, it also cuts 
right through a parcel that has dual 
industrial and commercial zoning and 
would affect the RV park and other ex-
isting development, according to a port 
district report on the issue. PAS’s rail 
proposal would also increase noise levels 
for guests at nearby Best Western Marina 
Gateway Hotel, the report said.

Morrison says he doesn’t want his 
city’s objections misconstrued. “We’re 
not against jobs and we’re not trying to 
push maritime uses out of there at all,” he 
said. “We’re asking them to be more ef!-
cient and to modernize (Pasha’s plan).”

the crime. They quickly recovered the 
medal.

Stout started FirstWatch in 1998. In 
its !rst incarnation, the software looked 
over call center data from Kansas City, 
Mo. The original business used code 
that Stout wrote himself. Since then, the 
company president says, he has handed 
the job over to professionals.

He now employs 20 people.

¨from page 4

Innovation: The business expects to evaluate 
between 18 million and 19 million in-
cidents this year, Stout said. All data 
"ows through FirstWatch’s San Diego 
data center.

In addition to snif!ng out crime and 
terrorism, the software is able to help agen-
cies such as !re departments keep track of 
performance, including response times.

The company expects revenue to grow 
to $4 million this year.

That’s pretty good business for a com-
pany which, in Stout’s words, “sits on top 
of a database, looking for weird stuff.”
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‘Consumers are still cautious 
but they’re borrowing more 

than they did in 2011.’
 

— Kathy Cady , chief operating officer at 
California Coast Credit Union, referring to 

the ways the lending market has improved 
over the prior year, as confidence in the 

economy appears to be on the upswing. To 
read the story, turn to page 14. 
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Advertising Feature

Announce your hirings, promotions and other moves.
Contact Korey Castillo at 858-277-6397 | Email: koreyc@sdbj.com. 

CBIZ is pleased to announce the hiring of SARAH WOIKE as Manager for the San Diego 
offi ce of CBIZ Risk & Advisory Services, LLC. In her new role, Woike will be responsible for 
managing the internal audit outsourcing and co-sourcing functions. She will also manage 
overall internal audit planning initiatives.

CBIZ is pleased to announce the hiring of OMAR BECERRA as Manager for the San Diego 
offi ce of CBIZ Risk & Advisory Services, LLC. In his new role, Becerra will be responsible 
for managing the internal audit outsourcing and co-sourcing functions. He will also manage 
overall internal audit planning initiatives.
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FIVE STAR MEDICARE RATED HEALTHCARE CENTER

From Five Star service, to having everything you need, right at your
fingertips, every day at The Remington feels like a day at the
country club. 

EXPERIENCE OUR AFFORDABLE LUXURY SENIOR LIVING:
• Five Star dining with a new 2013 menu, chosen by our neighbors
• Convenient monthly rentals with no buy-in
• Close to top golf courses and cultural attractions

Call Today 858.673.6340

Join
The
Club 

16925 Hierba Drive
San Diego, CA 92128 
858-673-6340
www.TheRemingtonClub.com
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©2013 Five Star Quality Care, Inc.
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Carrier Deployment Is Next Mission for Drones

Stage Being Set for Big
Movie-Business Roles
MOVIES: Expansion Sought
In Production and Distribution

Hollywood’s annual awards season, now 
in full-hoopla bloom with the approach of 
the Oscars telecast, often 
gets local producers like 
Dale Strack  wondering 
how San Diego County 
can nab a larger chunk 
of California’s multibil-
lion-dollar movie pro-
duction and distribution 
industry.

“There are so many new ways to get ! lms 
made and get them shown these days, and we 
can use this to our advantage in San Diego,” 

Estimated worth of 
personalized medicine 
market in 2015.$452B

founder and CEO. “With MD Revolution, 
we’ve integrated this data into one simple 
model.”

The company just launched a new web-
site, called RevUp — a sort of digital catch-
all that pulls information from a variety of 
! tness and medical devices. 

The site displays the information on a 
dashboard, making it easy for physicians, 
nutritionists and other experts to continu-
ally track a patient’s overall health. As pa-
tients hit milestones or perhaps fail to reach 
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Law School Dedication
Celebrates Achievements

LEGAL: Campus Raises the Bar
On Facilities With Its LEED Gold

Thomas Jefferson School of  Law’s new 
home captures the spirit and determination 
of its namesake and the environmental sen-
sitivity of our third president. And that was 
no accident.

The school celebrated its beautiful new 
campus in a three-day event, starting with a 
hour-long ceremony at Balboa Theater, fea-
turing U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg . Guests for the event also 
included the retired Chief Justice of Brazil, 

Surfdog Records Has
A Legend on Board
MARKETING: Years of Work
Play Part in Eric Clapton Deal

From Surrey to Swami’s. That is the long 
trajectory that Eric Clapton  has taken.

The English-born guitarist has tapped En-
cinitas-based Surfdog Records  to distribute his 
latest album in the United States and Canada. 
The compilation, called “Old Sock,” goes on 
sale March 12.

Dave Kaplan , Surfdog’s owner and chief ex-
ecutive, said he signed the deal with Clapton’s 
business team early this year. Financial terms 
were not disclosed. The Bushbranch Ltd.  
management company of Surrey, England, is 

DEFENSE: Big Contractors
Expected to Compete for Work

While the U.S. Navy  prepares for further 
tests of its X-47B aircraft — an existing, 
experimental unmanned plane designed 
to " y off  of aircraft carriers — as many 
as four prime contractors are positioning 
themselves to build the next big thing.

It’s called the UCLASS. Its price tag? 
Billions of dollars.

While there is pressure on the U.S. De-
fense Department  to cut its budget, Ron 
Stearns , an analyst with G2 Solutions LLC  
in Washington state, says the UCLASS 
project is bound to happen. The Navy 
wants the capability to " y a drone off  of 

AN OUNCE OF 
PREVENTION…

HEALTH: Firm Crafts
Personal Touches for 
Digital Wellness Efforts

The personalized medicine market is rev-
ving up, and La Jolla-based MD Revolution 
Inc.  is at the forefront. The company com-
bines genetic testing with data from mobile 
tracking devices to tailor wellness programs 
to ! t a patient’s individual health needs. 

“We’re getting more and more informa-
tion from genetic testing, ! tness devices, 
mobile medical devices, electronic medi-
cal records — but they’re all operating in 
silos,” said Samir Damani , the company’s 
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