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In the News:  Measles Cases Continue to Escalate throughout 15 States in the U. S. 
 
According to the CDC, in the nearly 11 weeks from Jan 1st until Mar 14, 2019, there have been 
268 confirmed cases of measles throughout 15 states (compared to 127 cases in 10 states a 
month ago).  
However, since then, individual counties have posted an increase in cases as of March 19, so the 
number is actually a little higher now.   It is not considered an outbreak until there are three or more 
cases in an area; less than that and they are considered individual cases.  There are currently six (6) 
outbreaks of Measles located in six (6) states, including multiple areas of New York State (Rockland 
County, Monroe Country and New York City; two areas of Washington State (Vancouver area, 
Clark, and King County); Oregon State (Multnomah County), which is associated with Washington’s 
outbreak with its own four cases, as well as three not associated with the outbreak, and several 
counties in Texas (Harris, Bell, Denton, Galveston, and Montgomery Counties).  Two more states 
now have outbreaks, namely Illinois (specific area(s) not identified) and California (in the general 
San Mateo area).  There are also other states reporting confirmed cases that number less than 3 in 
an area, so are not considered part of an outbreak but an individual case(s).   
 
Due to the infectiousness of measles (its ability to spread/transmit from person to person), more 
outbreaks may be identified by the CDC in the future.  The states that have reported outbreaks 
and/or individual measles cases, of as March 14, 2019, are Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Georgia, Illinois, Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
New York, Oregon, Texas, and Washington.    Clink on this link for specifics:  
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/cases-outbreaks.html  
 
Since 2000, Measles (Rubeola) has been considered eliminated in the United States, but sporadic 
cases have occurred, mostly as a result of imported (travel) cases with occasional spread to mostly 
unvaccinated or under-vaccinated individuals.  The largest number of cases was in 2014 with a total 
of 667 cases reported.  The next largest number was in 2018 with 372 cases and which may have 
cases still added to it, but 2019 appears to be off to a rapid start of cases with 268 cases already 
confirmed in just the first 2½ months.   
 
See the article posted on this page under the heading of Outbreaks/Emerging Diseases for 
more specifics on the disease and implications and recommendations for First Responders. 
 
“From January 1 to March 14, 2019, 268** individual cases of measles have been confirmed in 
15 states. 
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*Cases as of December 29, 2018. Case count is preliminary and subject to change. 
**Cases as of March 14, 2019. Case count is preliminary and subject to change.  
Data are updated weekly.” 
 
 
Citation:  The above bar graph and information found between the quotation marks was copied 
directly from the CDC Website on Measles Outbreaks & Cases found @ 
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/cases-outbreaks.html from Content source: National Center for 
Immunization and Respiratory Diseases, Division of Viral Diseases and was last updated March 
18, 2019.   
 
 


